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 A new way to explore digital collections 

 Image-led, semantic exploration rather than 
searching 

 Opens up entire collections to take advantage 
of digitisation 

 Revenue increase opportunities 

 Easy route to social networking and visitor 
feedback 

 





 20,000 photos digitised with textual descriptions 

 

 “Traditional” keyword searching 

 

 Browsing by category 

 

 Slide shows 











 Search provides just a narrow slice of the 

collection 

 Users need to know what they are looking for 

(what to enter in the search box !) 

 Browsing options reveal more of collection, but still 

so much is left unexplored by most users. 



 
 The system provides a way to browse the 

photographic collection without the need for any 
specialised knowledge 
 

 Essentially - you don’t need to know any keywords 
 

 You don’t need to know what is in the collection 
before you start – the images guide you 
 

 You can just enjoy the images, moving around 
them in an easy way which you determine for 
yourself 



  Installed as a Touchscreen exhibit 



 “It’s a great way into exploring the collections”  

  – Suzy Antoniw, Education and Outreach Officer, SPRI 

 “A blooming marvellous machine” – Museum visitor 

 







 ViziQuest Demo   British Arctic Air Route Expedition 

 

 ViziQuest Demo   British Graham Land Expedition 

 

 “When football was football”  Collection of football photos 

(©MirrorPix) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deepvisuals.com/collections/scottpolar/BAARE_js.php
http://www.deepvisuals.com/collections/scottpolar/BAARE_js.php
http://www.deepvisuals.com/collections/scottpolar/BAARE_js.php
http://localhost/ruby1/rubytestpage.html
http://www.deepvisuals.com/collections/scottpolar/BGLE.php
http://www.deepvisuals.com/collections/scottpolar/BGLE.php
http://www.deepvisuals.com/collections/scottpolar/BGLE.php
http://212.44.62.212/vq/example/iframeholder.php
http://www.dvl-apis.com/vq/demo/WFWF_sl.php
http://212.44.62.212/vq/example/iframeholder.php
http://localhost/ruby1/rubytestpage.html
http://localhost/ruby1/rubytestpage.html


• Takes existing metadata 
No need to create any new information 

 

• Extracts concepts from textual descriptions 

 

• Calculates similarities between all items 

 

 



 We have created a new way to interact with digital 

collections 

 

 ViziQuest opens up the entire collection 

 

 This is suitable for any digital media, not limited to 

photographs  
– as long as there are textual descriptions to work with 


